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Complete Provision 


So few of us understand or appropriate to use 
the complete provision that God has made for 
those who accept the person and work of His 
Son. This side of eternity there is much we can- 
not understand, much which we accept solely on 
the basis of faith. 


At the same time, Christianity is something 
which is eminently practical. It not only has its 
ultimates in the realities of heaven but it has 
unspeakable blessings for the present and im- 
mediate problems of life. 


For Sin 


God has made provisions for our sins. Man's 
greatest dilemma, the source of all of his troubles, 
stems from his estrangement from God and this 
estrangement is due to disobedience and the sin 
which is an ever-present part of our natures. 


For this dilemma God has provided the perfect 
answer — the atoning and cleansing work of 
His Son. That which man could not do for him- 
self God did for him on the Cross. For those 
who accept Christ there is therefore now no con- 
demnation — we are freed from the penalty and 
guilt of sin and accepted as sons of the Eternal. 


For Daily Living 


In God’s redemptive work for fallen man there 
is also provision for daily living. Chris- 
tians are not snatched out of an alien and hostile 
world. They are left there to live for the glory 
of God — to be the “salt” and “light’”’ among 
people who are ignorant of, ignore or reject the 
Gospel. 


Because Christians continue in an alien en- 
vironment and because they are beset by the 
problems, frustrations and opposition stemming 
from unbelief on every hand; and, because as 
long as they are in the flesh they also are con- 
fronted by sin in its many open as well as its 
insidious forms, they find themselves in an un- 
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ending warfare. That some deny the reality of 
the enemy with whom they have to do insures 
their own undoing. 


But God knows that we are in a war, with 
many battles, and He has provided the armour 
of-defence and the implement of aggresive attack 
and no Christian can succeed without the two. 


For Divine Guidance 


The presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
is God’s way of providing wisdom, guidance, 
perception and that inner quality of spiritual 
enablement without which nothing can be ac- 
complished. To undertake anything in our own 
strength and wisdom is utter folly — yet what 
fools so many of us prove ourselves to be! 


| For Time—And Eternity 


God’s complete provision encompasses all 
eternity — the past, the present and the future. 
That we should reject or ignore that which He 
has done, and wants to do for us, is indicative 
of the blindness of the unregenerate heart on_ 
the part of those who do not believe, and of 
the Christian’s own failure to appropriate the 
resources which are his through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

—L. N. B. 


The Founding Fathers Stood 
Together for the Faith 
of the Gospel 


Now that the Presbyterian Outlook, Feb. 2nd, 
has undertaken, by means of an alleged spirit- 
ulastic medium, to reverse the stand of the 
founding fathers on inter-church relations, and 
that with the harsh judgment of “pious hypoc- 
risy’, it is important to notice that in the actual 
lives which God gave these worthies they stood 
together in their testimony to truth of the 
Gospel. 
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On the death of Virginia’s great Christian 
Warrior, Dr. B. M. Palmer wrote: “Whilst Dab- 
ney sleeps with the honored dead in the rural 
graveyard in Prince Edward, those who stood by 
his side, fighting for the truth of God in his 
generation, are standing at the edge of their own 
graves opening at their feet. ‘Together with 
their departed brother they will awake in the 
triumphant resurrection morn. Will those who 
take their places be faithful to the trust, and 
hold the truth of God in this age of empiricism, 
in which human devices are substitute for the 
power of Divine truth, and artifical combina- 
tions usurp the functions of the Church of God?” 


At the funeral of Dabney, Dr. Moses D. Hoge 
declared, ‘““No Church on this continent has 
been more favored of heaven in having at its 
very organization three such men as Thornwell, 
Palmer and Dabney.” Evidently, Dr. Hoge did 
not regard these men or their actions as pious 
hypocrisy. Rather he and Palmer call to the 
present soldiers of Christ to fight as they fought 
of old and win with them the victor’s crown 


of gold. 
—W. C. R. 


The Exercise of Ecclesiastical 
Power Has the Divine 
Sanction When... 


This phrase from the Book of Church Order 
clearly indicates that there are times when ex- 
ercises of church power do not have God’s sanc- 
tion. The Good Book frequently reminds us, 
“Judge not and thou shalt not be judged”, “who 
art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to 
his own master he standeth or falleth”. Yet the 


Presbyterian Church in the United States seems 


to have arrived at a place in which ministers, 
elders and deacons are deposed from their of- 
fices on slight charges and they and members 
excommunicated for little or no true cause. 
Other reports are to the effect that pastors of 
long tenure in our ministry are deposed, or in 


other cases denied admission to presbytery on 


anonymous accusations. 


Concerning such matters there is first of all 
the judgment of Almighty God with which 
everyone of us has to do. The wrath of God 
is being continually revealed from heaven against 
injustice of men as well as all ungodliness, Rom. 
1.18. The Father has committed all judgment 


to the Son because He is the Son of Man, John 
5.22,27, and as such our Lord is speaking in 
judgment as in grace to His people. Judgment 
begins at the house of the Lord. Whenever 
I unjustly treat a child of God, his Lord and 
mine deals with me for that injustice. If I am 
a true child of God, the Lord Jesus deals with 
me, the doer of the injustice, in this life. And 
if He does not deal with me for my injustice 
in the present life then I may well ask myself; 
am I indeed God’s child or in judgment to be 
meted out to me in the age to come? Those 
with whom God speaks today in judgment, He 
judges, chastises and forgives. 


In particular, we need to be careful lest in 
judging some brother for allegedly violating the 
fourth ordination vow, we ourselves forget to 
observe scrupulously toward him the third vow. 


That is, is it right before God to excommuni- 
cate some brother for not yielding subjection 
to his brethren in the Lord when these brethren 
in their actions in the courts and appellate 
courts do not observe the government and dis- 
cipline of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States? 


For example, anonymous charges against a 
minister may not be considered according to 


paragraphs 203 and 211 which provide that 


specifications be made and that the witnesses 
testify in the presence of the accused or at least 
after the accused has been notified and given 
opportunity to be heard. 


It is neither Presbyterian nor American to 
judge a man without a hearing — both our 
church and our state give every man his day 
in court. Again, the appellate courts are strictly 
limited to “the record of the case’, par. 216, 
283, and if this is incomplete and faulty it is 
not the prerogative of the higher court to in- 
vite a member from the court of original juris- 


diction to come before it and supplement the 
_ faulty record. “Nothing which is not contained 
in this ‘record’ shall be taken into considera- 


tion in the higher court without consent of the 
parties in the case.” The notion that if the 
records are faulty some one from the lower 
court can be brought in and heard in supple- 
menting the record without the knowledge or 
consent of the accused and without the accused 
being invited to be present is against both 216 
and 211 of our Book and hence against our 
third ordination vow. These are offered only 
as samples. 


Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 
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Now suppose a minister, an elder, a member, 
or a group be put out of our Church or denied 
membership in our Church. And suppose they 
find themselves in another Presbyterian body 
in which they seem to have God’s blessing. 
Ought not our court which put them out or 
refused to receive them take stock of its own 
action and ask itself solemnly: Did our action 
have the Divine sanction? If there is room for a 
reasonable doubt at this point, ought not some 
overture be made by our court to the exscinded 
party? As Auguste Lecerf points out in his Re- 
formed Dogmatics, our aim is not juridical 
virtuousity but that the Church discipline her 
frail children with maternal love, and that they 
treat her with a filial response. 


“The exercise of ecclesiastical power, whether 
joint or several, has the divine sanction, when 
in conformity with the laws enacted by Christ, 
the Lawgiver, and when put forth by courts or 
officers appointed thereunto in His Word.” par, 
19. “Jesus ... is the only Lawgiver in Zion.” 
“It belongs to His Majesty from His throne of 
glory, to rule and teach the Church, through 
His Word and Spirit, by the ministry of men, 
thus mediately exercising His own authority and 
enforcing His own laws unto the edification and 


establishment of His kingdom.” par. 9. 
—W.C. R. 


John Calvin or 
Cardinal Sadoleto? 


Ecclesiastical Autocracy or Presbyterian Order? 


It is a good thing to read again the debate 
between Cardinal Sadoleto and John Calvin. 
The Cardinal insisted that everything the Ro- 
man Church did was of God the Holy Spirit. 
In reply, Calvin said that only that which was 
according to the Holy Scriptures was of the Holy 
Spirit. Every Church action was to be tested 
by the Word and only that which accorded with 
the Word had the Divine sanction. This prin- 
ciple is carefully preserved by Professor John 
B. Adger who served as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee which prepared our Book of Church 
Order. Adger expressed the matter thus: 


“In respect to Church discipline, that an of- 
fence, the proper object of that discipline is 
nothing but what the word of God condemns as 
sinful.” 


Likewise the Book which Adger’s Committee 
produced still declares: “Nothing, therefore, 
ought to be considered by any court as an of- 
fence, or admitted as a matter of accusation, 
which cannot be proved to be such from Scrip- 
ture, as interpreted in these Standards.” B. C. O. 
par. 179. 


On the other hand, it is reported that some 
are taking the position that since our Standards 
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are based on Scripture and since these Standards 
confer certain powers of government upon our 
respective courts, that any violation of any rule 
which any of these courts may adopt makes the 
violator of such rule an offender against the 
law of Christ. Such “pontificating” is that of 
Cardinal Sadoleto. It is the Roman Catholic 
position that anything the Church does is of 
the Holy Spirit. It is not Calvin’s answer that 
only that which is of the Word of God is of the 
Holy Spirit. Our Book of Church Order, par. 58 
expressly says that jurisdiction of Church courts | 
is only ministerial and declarative, that is, not 
magisterial or legislative. Further that Church 
courts “can make no laws binding the con- 
science.” Likewise the Preliminary Principles of 
the UP-USA Church state “that all church 
power ... is only ministerial and declarative; 
that is to say that the Holy Scriptures are the 
only rule of faith and manners; that no church 
judicatory ought to pretend to make laws to 
bind the conscience in virtue of their own au- 
thority; and that all their decisions should be 
founded upon the revealed will of God.” 


Any Session that forgets its Presbyterian herit- 
age in the Sufficiency of Scripture as the rule 
of faith and life and disregards the teaching of 
the Book of Church Order par. 9, that Jesus 
Christ is THE ONLY LAWGIVER IN ZION 
can have only spiritual headaches, tensions, and 
divisions in its congregation. John Calvin said 
that he found the sheep of God scattered upon 
a thousand hills and lifted a banner to gather 
them — it was not a new banner but the old 
banner of God’s Holy Word. 


“It floateth like a banner 


Before God’s hosts unfurled.” 
—W. C. R. 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR SALE 


Large, choice location. Kentucky Road. Pine 
panelled. Stone fireplace. Three bedrooms. 
Outdoor grill. All utilities electric. Reasonable 
MARION G. BRADWELL, COVENANT 
CHURCH, ALBANY, GEORGIA. 
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The National Council of Churches 
How It Developed 


By Horace H. Hull 
Memphs, Tenn. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: 


There is a revealing analogy between the National Council of Churches and certain developments 
in the Labor movement. | | 


Labor unions were established to promote the legitimate interests of laboring people and to protect 
them from exploitation. Now there are leaders who are going far afield, dictating and promoting prac- 
tices and policies which can hurt every American. Furthermore, there are instances where the labor 
movement has gotten into the hands of unworthy leadership. 


The National Council of Churches ts the product of a legitimate movement which was intended to 
bring a united Christian witness in the world. Such a witness is needed. But it is now evident, as ts 
true in the Labor movement, that some have gotten into positions of power and leadership who would 
use the Church to promote their own personal views with reference to world affairs. In using the name 


of the Church to promote political, economic and other secular activities — particularly on matters 


where sincere Christians disagree — the. spiritual mission and influence of the Church is being com- 
promised while, in some cases, the policies these men are advocating could well lead to serious con- 


sequences to our nation itself. 


The following article tells how the NCC started. 


] 


On November 29, 1950 in Cleveland, Ohio, a 
group of clerical and lay delegates from 29 ma- 
jor Protestant denominations came together in 
the municipal auditorium and formed an ec- 
clesiastical organization which was destined to 
exercise great influence on the life and thought 
of the American people, both inside and outside 
the churches. 


What had been known as the Federal Council 


of the Churches of Christ in America since 1908, 
embracing most of the major denominations of 
Protestantism and most of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox Churches (Greek Catholic), merged with 
its various affiliates such as the International 


Council of Religious Education, the United 


Council of Church Women, United Steward- 
ship Council, Home Missions Council of North 
America, Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America and the National Council on Higher 
Education and became the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Its former affiliates, now swallowed 
up, became departments in the new organiza- 
tion which was to produce more than 200 sep- 
arate boards and commissions with those who 
are reputed to be experts on everything from 
farm problems to political affairs, and with 
carefully delineated programs for all sorts of 
social and economic reforms. 


The new organization, like its predecessor, 
was assured of universal radio, television and 
press coverage for its conclaves and pronounce- 
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ments from the outset, because it used the de- 
vice of bringing high government officials of 
newsworthy note to its platforms as speakers. 
Presidents of the United States, Secretaries of 
State, Defense Department officials and foreign 
diplomats graced its rostrums while hundreds 
of representatives of the various media of com- 
munication filed tens of thousands of words of 
the proceedings and carried their voices by 
radio and television to millions of listeners and 
viewers. It appeared that no Council official 
objected to using the power and prestige of the 
State for Council purposes. 


Soon this organization began to establish its- 
self in the minds of the American public as the 
“Voice of the Church.” Congressmen listened 


attentively as the leaders of the National Coun- 


cil of Churches came before legislative com- 
mittees and used their offices to testify in favor 
of Foreign Aid, the United Nations, disarma- 
ment, and a myriad of other political subjects. 
Press agents were at hand to dole out hundreds 
of copies of the statements being made by the 
Council leaders to the Senate and House press 
gallery correspondents. More thousands of copies 
were sent down to the constituent denomina-— 
tional bodies, which in turn were urged to get 
the individual in support of the Council’s ob- 
Jectives. 


Before long the Council became not a group 
of churches working together to promote the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and win lost 
men and women to Him, but rather the most 


powerful political action organization within 
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the United States, claiming to represent between 
35 and 40 million Protestants! Unless the mem- 
bers of the United States Congress, sitting on 
the Committees listening to the Council's spokes- 
men, realized that a vote on a particular piece 
of legislation had never been cast by the rank 
and file of Protestant church members in the 
local congregations, then it appeared on the 
surface that this group controlled a powerful 


bloc of votes — approximately 39 million, in 
fact! Such spokesmen must then be listened to 
carefully! 


In a booklet printed by the National Council] 
and distributed in 1958, entitled WORKING 
TOGETHER THROUGH THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, it is declared: 
“The service which the National Council of 
Churches renders the church population of the 
nation goes far beyond its Protestant and East- 
ern Orthodox constituent member — com- 
munions. Individuals or representatives from 
thirty-five other U. S. denominations or de- 
nominational agencies, plus four Canadian 
bodies, cooperate with one or more National 
Council services. This would indicate that the 
National Council serves far more than the 38,- 
870,000 members of its constituent Communions, 
and that the figure, if it could be computed, 
would be closer to 50,000,000.” 

The Council then goes on to list two page- 
length columns of church groups which have 
never joined the National Council of Churches, 
including such denominations as: The Church 
of God, Church of the Nazarene, Free Methodists, 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and the 
Southern Baptist. 

Such organizations as the YMCA, YWCA, 
International Association of Daily Vacation Bi- 
ble Schools, the Salvation Army, International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, Campfire Girls, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are listed as having 
relationship with the Council. 

In addition to the above-named denomina- 
tions and groups, the Council claims that it 
works directly through thousands of state, coun- 
ty and city councils of churches, ministerial 
groups, and local chapters of the United Church 
Women (the Women’s division of the National 
Council) . 

One can readily see, then, why a newspaper, 
radio or television commentator, or public of- 
ficial in ignorance of true facts would hesitate 
to criticize any action of this tremendous organi- 
zation, for fear that it would bring the wrath of 
many of these cooperating bodies down on his 
head. 

The governing body of the Council consists 
of 694 delegates with the clergy outnumbering 
the lay delegates by almost two to one. In the 
interim, between triennial Assemblies, a General 
Board of 256 members, 166 clergy and 90 lay- 
men, conducts the Council’s affairs. However, 
attendance at these interim meetings has been 


PAGE 6 


notoriously poor with the clerical members so 
outnumbering the lay people that the lay peo 
ple’s protests in regard to pronouncements of 
the Council on political affairs were drowned 
out. In fact, the man who organized the Na- 
tional Lay Committee of the Council and be. 
came its first chairman at the Cleveland con- 
clave wrote a 316 page protest of the high-handed 
methods of the clerical delegates who refused 
to accept the suggestions of the lay people to 
the effect that the Council should preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and reconcile sinful men 
and women to Him, rather than issuing attacks 
on Congressional Committees investigating Com. 


. manism, and against proposed amendments to 


the U. S. Constitution which would give much. 
needed protection for United States Sovereignty 
against World Government trends. . 

The National Lay Committee’s existence was 
not renewed by the Council (President, Eugene 


Blake,) following the protests of the lay group 


headed by the distinguished Presbyterian lay 
leader J. Howard Pew, retired Chairman of the 
Sun Oil Company. It seemed that the clerics 
desired the service of the lay people for the 
purpose of raising large sums of money for the 
Council, but they did not appreciate the lay- 
men’s suggestions in regard to the conduct of 
the Council’s affairs! 

The Pew report was given widespread circula- 
tion through a printed volume and in summary 
form in the highly influential United States 
News and World Report magazine, The result 
was that many of the 200 odd members lay com- 
mittee withdrew from active participation in 
the work of the Council and dropped financial 
support as well. 

Chairman Pew stated in his report: ‘The 


members of the Lay Committee believed, and so 


stated, that the political adventures of the Na- 
tional Council in the fields of economic and 
political controversy would seriously hinder and 
not further Christian leadership in the pressing 
fields of evangelism, fellowship and education. 
It appears that the National Council could find 
no room for opposition to the philosophies and 
practices carried over from the old Federal 
Council.” 

Of interest at this point would be an answer 
to the question: “What were the philosophies 
and practices of the old Federal Council in the 
main?” 

Volumes could be written on the anti-Chris- 
tian and pro-Communist pronouncements of the 
old Federal Council whose leadership had been 
absorbed into the National Council. The Fed- 
eral Council had become so leftish in its ac- 
tivities that the highly reputable Office of Naval 
Intelligence of the United States Navy Depart- 
ment, one of the top intelligence gathering 
agencies of the world, stated in a report which 
was read into the Congressional] Record on Sep- 
tember J0, 1935, as follows: 
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“Organizations which while not openly ad- 
vocating the ‘force and violence’ principles of 
the Communists, give aid and comfort to the 
Communist movement and party. Among the 
strongest of these organizations are: 


“The Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America: This is a large radical pacifist or- 
ganization. It probably represents 20,000,000 
Protestants in the United States. However, its 
leadership consists of a small radical group which 
dictates its policies. It is always extremely ac- 
tive in any matter against national defence.” 


The existence of this ONI report on page 
13503 of the 1935 Congressional Record of the 
House of Representatives has proved to be ex- 
tremely embarrassing to many of the present 


- leaders of the National Council of Churches be- 


cause of the fact that many of them were in the 
Federal Council’s leadership at that time, and 
others were trained under the “small radical 
group” which dictated its policies. 


These embarrassed leaders have sought to 
erase and discredit this government report, but 
they have been unable to do so, even through 
the smear technique. They have said the follow- 
ing about it: 

1. It was read into the record by an irate 
Congressman to show the Navy up for 
what it was — a meddler, underhanded 
in its methods, etc. (What they do not tell 
is that a certain Congressman was a no- 
torious left-winger himself and has a pro- 
red record in the Government files.) 

2. That it was written by a minor Naval of- 
ficial. (It doesn’t make any difference what 
rank the writer of the report had at the 
time. The Navy Department had the facts 
to prove the contents of the reper were 
true.) 

It can be shown that the successor to the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, the National Council, 
has followed the same course in its actions, pro- 
nouncements and _ leadership. 


A Report of the Findings and a Declaration of Intentions 
by the Board of Christian Education Concerning 
Curriculum Improvement 


In 1955 the Board of Christian Education 
launched a special Curriculum Improvement 
Program. In this effort the Board set out to 
make careful studies of all matters related to 
the communication of the Christian faith 
through the educational work of the Church 
in order to make certain that the organized 
educational programs and the literature recom- 
mended by the Board for use in the curriculum 
would continue to be the best which the Board 
could be recommending to the churches. It 


_ was believed that the number of new develop- 


ments and insights currently available in various 
of the areas which constitute the foundation 
disciplines for Christian education justified a 
major effort at this time to re-examine and, if 
appropriate, to reconstruct the philosophy of 
Christian education upon which the educational 
work of the Presbyterian Church is carried for- 
ward. 

The initial phase in this special Curriculum 
Improvement Program was one during which 
the Board provided for the work of a special 
non-staff study committee. This committee was 
requested to make a careful study of the com- 
munication of the Christian faith through the 


educational work of the church in terms of what 


it would consider to be basic presuppositions and 
guiding principles. The committee was asked 
to engage in its work without regard to organized 


educational programs or literature already be- _ 
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ing recommended by the Board, since the Board 
was hoping to establish first a basis upon which 
in later phases it could then provide for cur- 
riculum improvement as might seem desirable. 
This special study committee, therefore, worked 
at its assignment and reported its conclusions 
to the Board in October 1958 in the form of a 
paper entitled, ‘““Toward a Curriculum for the 
Covenant Community.” 

Upon receipt of this paper the Board then 
began to provide for the next phase in its special 
Curriculum Improvement Program by providing 
simultaneously for a Church-wide Study of the 
special study committee’s report and for a Spe- 
cial Research Program. The special study com- 
mittee’s report was reproduced for use in both 
of these, along with several additional papers, 
under the title “Christian Education Within 
the Covenant Community — the Church.” And 
the paper was immediately offered by the Board 
to other General Assembly Boards and Agencies 
and to educational institutions of the Church 
for whatever use they might choose to make of 
it, also. 

The Church-Wide Study effort as a part of 
the second phase in the Curriculum Improve- 
ment Program seemed desirable in that the 
special study committee’s report was a kind 
which dealt with far more than the educational 
work of the Board of Christian Education; and 


it was believed that the report and other ma- 
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terials based upon it would be immediately 
useful to the churches in making improvements 
in their own educational work. The Church- 
wide Study effort seemed desirable, also, in that 
the Board could hope that through it the Board 
might be studying with the churches and hear- 
ing from the churches of the results of their 
studies. 


The Special Research Program as a part of 
the second phase in the Curriculum Improve- 
ment Program is the provision which the Board 
has made to carry the work of the special com- 
mittee forward toward the further reconstruc- 
tion of the philosophy of Christian Education 
upon which the educational work of the Presby- 
terian Church rests, and to learn what the im- 
plications of this would be for the organized 
educational programs and the literature which 
the Board recommends. In this program pro- 
vision was made for studies of the paper, “‘Chris- 
tian Education Within the Covenant Com- 
munity — the Church” by special groups seek- 
ing to identify implications for special com- 
mittees which could undertake the task of work- 
ing out a curriculum design based upon the 
special study committee’s report, for special com- 
mittees which could undertake the development 
of literature for curriculum use based upon this 
design, and for the experimental use of this 
literature in selected churches. 


The Church-wide Study effort and the Spe- 
cial Research Program have been carried for- 
ward now for slightly more than a year. Neither 
has been adequately, completed, and so it is 
thought that both should be continued. 


At this time, however, it has seemed ap- 
propriate to the Board to offer some report of its 
findings and to make some declaration of its 
intentions in order to offer a sense of direction 
to the Church and to its own staff. 


The Board has concluded that the paper, 
“Toward a Curriculum for the Covenant Com- 
munity,” sets forth basic presuppositions and 
guiding principles upon which the educational 
work of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., should 
rest. Studies made throughout the Church, in 
addition to the Board’s own studies, seem to 
warrant this conclusion. 


The Board has concluded, therefore, that it 
is justified in providing for a further continua- 


tion of the Church-wide study effort and for 
increasing the size of its staff in order to carry 
the Special Research Program forward more 
rapidly. In so doing the Board is still working 
toward a reconstruction of the philosophy of 
Christian Education upon which the educational 
work of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. is to be 
based, and is expressing its purpose to provide 
for whatever changes the reconstructed phil- 
osophy might require in the organized Siace 
tional programs and the literature recommended 
by the Board. 


As soon as the work now being done as a part ff 


of the Special Research Program can reach a 
satisfactory stage of development, the Board 
will then expect to provide for a third phase in 
the Curriculum Improvement-Program during 
which improvements in the organized educa- 
tional program and the literature recommended 
by the Board, as called for by the reconstructed 
philosophy, will be made. 


BOOKLET ON 


The National Council 
Churches 


56 Pages 


The Board of Directors of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has just published 
a booklet consisting of articles, editorials 
and other material published in recent 
months having to do with the present 
leadership and activities of the National 
Council of Churches: 


“THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES” 
(as now constituted 


and directed) 


A MENACE TO 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Price—20c per copy—#2.00 per dozen 
$15.00 per hundred postpaid 


Order from 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian .. . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 

Board, room, and tuition, $947.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Summer Session. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 29 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Christ Lives ( Easter j 


Background Scripture: Luke 24:12-53 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 15:1-11 


Let us keep in our minds a clear distinction between the Immortality of the Soul and the Resurrec- 
tion of the Body. Most of the sermons that I have seen at Easter seem to deal with the former in- 
stead of the latter. When we speak of Christ as the Living Christ we mean that His body rose from 
the dead and came forth and appeared to the disciples. When the angel said, He is not here; He is 
risen, he meant the body of Jesus was no longer in the tomb. Thomas said that he would have to put 


his finger in the print of the nails and thrust his 
hand into His side before he would believe, and 
of course, he meant the body of Jesus. A great 
many people believe in and talk very beautifully 
about the Immortality of the Soul who do not 
believe “in the resurrection of the body. As 
Christians we believe in the Resurrection of the 
Body. Paul tells the Christians at Corinth that 
is one of the two main parts of the Gospel which 
he preached, (we studied the other — Christ 
dying for our sins — last Sunday) 


Our Shorter Catechism sums up our belief 
as we find it in the Holy Scriptures in the an- 


-swers to the questions concerning what benefits 


we receive at death and at the resurrection by 
saying that at death the souls of believers are 
made perfect in holiness and do immediately 
pass into glory; and their bodies, being still 
united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 


resurrection. Then in answer to Question 38; . 


at the resurrection, believers, being raised up 
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged, and 


acquitted in the day of judgment, and made 


perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to 
all eternity. Our redemption, or salvation, is 
not complete until the resurrection. Paul tells 
us in I Thessalonians 4:13-18; But I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him. For we say unto you by the word of the 


Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto | 


the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel; and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
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meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words. The Resurrection of the 
body is a most comforting teaching and goes 
much further than the Immortality of the Soul. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from I 
Corinthians 15, Paul’s classic chapter on the 
Resurrecticn of the body. The first eleven 
verses of this chapter take up the Fact of the 
Resurrection and give some of the proofs: He 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve, then of 
above five hundred brethren at once, then of 
James, and all the apostles, and last of all, seen 
of Paul. All through the forty days between 
His resurrection and His ascension into heaven 
He was seen of the apostles and others — spoke 
to them of the things pertaining to the king- 
dom and commanded them to remain in Jeru- 
salem waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon them. They saw Him as He ascended to 
heaven and were told by the two angels to go 
back to Jerusalem, that this same Jesus would 
come again as they saw Him go into heaven. 
They went back and continued in prayer — 
about 120 of them — until the coming of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 


Our Devotional Reading only goes through 
verse 11, but I wish to give a simple outline of 
the balance of the chapter: Vital Importance 
of the Resurrection, 12-34; Nature of the Resur- 
rection with illustrations, 35-54; the Victory of 
the Resurrection, 55-57. He concludes this great 
chapter with what might be called the Effect 
of the Resurrection in verse 58: Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord. Belief in this doctrine changes 
our whole attitude and outlook. Believest thou 
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this? said Jesus to Martha, when she met Him 
after her brother died. He would ask us the 
same question as we study about it today. Let 
us turn to Luke’s account as given in our lesson 
for today. To get a full account read what 
the other three Gospels have to say. I wish to 
include verses 1-12. 


I. The Coming of the Women and Peter to 
the Sepulchre: 24:1-12 


In chapter 23: 55 and 56 we are told, And 
the women also which came with Him From Gali- 
lee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and 
how His body was laid, and they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments; and rested that 
Sabbath day according to the commandment. 
All henor to these faithful women. No one 
of them denied Him or betrayed Him. They 
were “the last at the grave and first at the tomb 
on the Resurrection Day’. ‘“Earth’s Saddest 
Day and Gladdest Day were just one day apart”, 
as someone has said. When these women left 
the sepulchre they, like the others, were in the 
depths of despair. Not even the women seemed 
to have understood and believed the words of 
Jesus concerning His resurrection. They came 
to anoint the dead body of Jesus and were ask- 
ing the question, Who shall roll away the stone? 
When they came to the senulchre they found 
the stone rolled away, saw the two men in shin- 
ing garments and were reminded of what Jesus 
had told them. When they reported to the 
apostles they seemed to them but idle tales. 
From the other accounts we read more of the 
coming of Peter and Jchn and also of Jesus’ ap- 
pearance to Marv Magdalene as she tarried at 
the tomb. 


Il. The Two Disciples on the way to Em- 
maus: 13-35 


This appearance of Jesus is given only by 
Luke. These two unknown disciples were talk- 
ing about all the thines which had taken place, 
and as they reasoned together Jesus drew near 
and went with them but they did not at first 
recognize Him. He asked them what manner of 
communications are these that ve have one to 
another, as ye walk and are sad? They asked 
-Him if he was a stranger in Jerusalem since he 
did not know what had taken place. He asked 
them, What things? and they told Him of the 
crucifixion of Jesus. “But we trusted that it 
had been he which should have redeemed Is- 
rael”. Notice the depth of despair. Then they 
told Him what the women who had been at the 
sepulchre reported. Jesus, unbraiding them for 
their unbelief, said, O fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, 
and to enter into his glory? And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself. When they arrived at the village they 
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constrained Him to tarry with them and while 
they sat at meat he took bread, and blessed it, 
and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes 
were opened, and they knew him; and he van. 
ished out of their sight. They arose the same 
hour and returned to Jerusalem and found the 
eleven who told them that the Lord had ap. 
peared to Simon. 

Allow me to stop just a minute on verse 32: 
And they said one to another, Did not our 
hearts burn within us, while He talked with us 
by the way, and while He opened to us the 
scriptures? There are many things in this chap- 
ter which ought to cause our hearts to burn 
within us. First of all there is our Living Sav- 
iour who is ever present with us. What a dif- 
ference it makes when we fully realize that He 


Lives!’ We do not have a dead body in some 


tomb in Palestine where we go, but our Saviour 
arose and ascended and is now in heaven making 
intercession for us. On this Easter morn we 
glory in the empty tomb and the Living Christ. 
Second, the scriptures make our hearts burn as 
He becomes the center of the revelation of God | 
to men. Their hearts burned as he opend to 
them the scriptures and our hearts will burn as 
beginning at Genesis and ending in the book 
of Revelation we see the amazing story of Christ, 
our blessed Redeemer. The story of the Christ 
binds the Bible together as we see God’s love 
and sacrifice. The Bible is a Burning Book 
when Christ is seen in all His Sacrificial love and 
glory. Third, we have a Burning Message to 
take to men: that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations. —The Gospel of Christ is the power of 
God and He needs men with “hot Hearts” to 
take this message for we are His witnesses. Then, 
we have the promise of the Father, the sending 
of the Holy Spirit Who will give us power and 
set our hearts on fire. Surely, our lesson today 
ought to make our hearts burn within us! 


U1. His Appearance to All of Them: 24:36-53 

While the two disciples were telling their 
story Jesus appeared and said, Peace be unto 
you. They were terrified but He proved to them 
that He was not a spirit. Behold my hands and 
my feet. He showed His hands and His feet and 
ate a piece of broiled fish and honeycomb. He 
wished to make it plain that His Body was 
risen. He then opened their understanding that 
they might understand the scriptures. He led 
them out as far as Bethany and was parted from 
them and ascended to heaven. They returned 


to Jerusalem with great joy. | 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 29 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Why The Disciples Did Not Return to Their Fishing 


Scripture: I Corinthians 15:1-8; 12-20; 50-58 
Suggested Hymns: 

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

“The Day of Resurrection” 


“The Head that Once Was Crowned with 
Thorns” 


Note to Program Leader: 

(This is to be a program of Bible study. The 
results of the Bible study will show why the 
disciples did not return to their fishing. We 
are suggesting that you assign these passages to 
three groups or to three individuals. Ask them 
to study the prayer passage carefully, using the 


study questions as a guide. Each group or per- 


son should report to the whole gathering the 
results of the study, keeping in mind that we 


_ are seeking to show why the disciples forsook 


fishing as their calling.) 


After all that had happened, Peter suggested 
going fishing, and the other disciples followed 
willingly along. They had spent three wonder- 
ful years with the Son of God. They had wit- 
nessed His miracles. They had heard His match- 
less teachings. They had experienced the tender- 
ness of His love and the inspiration of His com- 
panionship. They had owned Him as Master 
and had confessed Him as Christ, the Son of 
God. They had accompanied Him in times of 
popularity. They had reluctantly shared His 
hours of bitterness and suffering. They were 
both pleased and perplexed when they dis- 
covered that He was no longer dead. Peter 
evidently thought it was time for things to be- 
come normal again. Even though they had 
known all these wonderful experiences with 
Christ, the disciples, following Peter as their 
leader, were ready to go back to the hum-drum 
business of fishing. Perhaps it was because they 
were confused, and did not know what else to 
do. Whatever the reason for their decision, 
it was not to last very long. The course of their 
lives was dramatically changed. What changed 
their plans? Why did they not continue in the 
business of fishing for the rest of their lives? 


For our program today, we are studying some 
passages from the New Testament. In these Scrip- 
ture passages we shall find the answer to our 
questions. These words tell us why the disciples 
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could never have been satisfied to return to 


their boats and nets. Luke 24:13-48 


In this passage the risen Christ appears to 
His disciples to clear up the confusion and mis- 
understandings in their minds. The followers 
of the Lord were confused because they could 
not reconcile the events in the life of Christ 
with their understanding of Old Testament 
teachings concerning the Messiah. First, on the 
road to Emmaus and then in the presence of the 
whole group in Jerusalem, Jesus made them to 
see how His life, death, and resurrection ful- 
filled Old Testament Prophecies concerning 
Him. Read verses 25-27 and 44-46. Prior to 
this explanation could the disciples have feared 
that Jesus was not really the Messiah, or, else 
that God’s plan had failed? If they did not 
know what to say or to think about the Lord’s 
death and resurrection before, what difference 
would this explanation make in their plans for 
the future? How would it help them to know 
that the crucifixion and the resurrection were 


both in God’s plan for the redemption of the 


world? John 20:24-29 


Is it not reasonable to assume that a person’s 
life will not be the same after he has seen God 
face to face? This is the experience Thomas had. 
He had known Jesus for a long time, but he had 
not been fully persuaded that He was divine. 
If he had doubts before, it is very likely that 
they were multiplied when Christ was crucified. 
Then came reports of the resurrection. At one 
time when Jesus appeared to the disciples Tho- 
mas was absent. When they told him, he would 
not believe, and said that he would have to have 
bodily contact with the risen Lord before he 
could believe. His opportunity came. How did 
Jesus meet his demands? What was Thomas’ 
response? If he had not been sure about the 
deity of Christ before, what about now? What - 
difference would this experience make in any 
plans Thomas might have had for the future? 
Thomas had seen God before, but now he knew 
that he had seen Him in Christ. What did Jesus 
say about those people who were willing to 
take Him at His word without requiring spe- 
cial signs? John 21:1-23 and Matthew 28:16-20 


These passages give the clinching reason which 
made it impossible for the disciples to return to 


PAGE 11. 


32: 
burn 
Sav. a 
dif. 
iour 
king 
we 
rist. 
as 
God 
to 
Nn as 
00k FF 
rist, 
rist 
love 
300k 
and 
to 
n of 
en, 
ling 
and 
aay 
eir 
nto 
em f 
and 
and 
He 
as 
hat 
led 
om 
ed 


their fishing. The Lord gave them a new work 
to do. Of course, He had called them to their 
new kind of fishing long before, but in these 
passages He reissues the call in the form of a 
command. (Read Mark 1:16,17.) When Peter 
said he loved Jesus, what did Jesus say, and what 
did He mean? Was he asking Peter to prove his 
love? Do you think He was justified in asking 
Peter to show some proof? Peter had made 
strong statements before, but what happened? 
(See Mark 14:29-31 and 66-72.) Did Christ 
mean these words for Peter only? Could the 
disciples have continued with their fishing after 
these words? 


In Matthew 28:19-20 we have the words which | 


we call “The Great Commission.’”’ Why do you 
suppose the words were given this name? Do 
you think this commission was meant to be 


obeyed by the disciples alone? What does this 


passage have to say about the power (authority) 
and presence of Christ? After receiving such an 
order, do you see why it was impossible for the 
disciples to return to their fishing? 


Program Leader: 


The Bible tells us that if we are believers, 
we have Christ in our hearts. He is the risen, 
living Christ. He is still revealing God’s will 
and God’s plan for our lives. He is still GOD, 
and He is in us. He is still challenging young 
people to prove their love by feeding His lambs 
and by proclaiming His Gospel. Once we know 
Him in the power of His resurrection, how can 
we ever think that life is dull or unimportant? 
_ Sing one stanza of “I serve a Risen Saviour”. 


NEWS 


CHU CHU RCHES 


Judicial Commission of the Synod of Florida 
Reverses Judgment of the Session of 
the Riverside Presbyterian Church 
of Jacksonville, Florida. and of 
Suwannee Presbytery. Florida. and of 


of Jesse A. Wallace 


On January 30, 1957 Mr. J. A. Wallace was 
tried on the following charges: 


“1. That you, in Jacksonville, Florida, in the 
year 1956, and acting as secretary of some 
group within the membership of the River- 
side Presbyterian Church, which said group 
was not authorized by the Session of the 
said Church, nor reported to it, did send 
letters to the membership of the said River- 
side Presbyterian Church which tended to 
destroy the confidence of the Congregation 
in a duly authorized and appointed com- 
mittee; and that such letters did tend to 
destroy the unity and peace of the church. 

2. That you, the said secretary of the group, 
in Jacksonville, Florida, in the year 1956, 
did secure from some source a list of the 
membership of the church, using such a 
list to circularize the Congregation. 

3. That you in Jacksonville, Florida, without 
authority from the Session or Congregation, 
but as “Secretary of a group of members 
of Riverside Presbyterian Church, Jackson- 
ville, Florida,’”’ did send to the Pilot Life 
Insurance Company, Greensboro, North Caro- 
lina a letter with accompanying documents 
which were prejudicial to the program of the 
church as approved by the Congregation. 


—which is against the peace, unity and purity of 
the church, and the honor and majesty of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the King and Head thereof.”’ 


The evidence having been considered and the ac- 
cused and his witnesses having been heard, the 
Session on the basis of the evidence, found Mr. 
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Wallace guilty as charged . . . and imposed the fol- 


lowing censure: 


“Whereas you, J. A. Wallace, a private 
member of the _ Riverside Presbyterian 
Church, are convicted by sufficient proof of 
the sin of disobedience in violating the au- 
thority of the Session and Congregation of 
the Riverside Presbyterian Church by belong- 
ing to an organized group and acting as sec- 
retary of such group did act against the 
peace and purity and unity of the church 
and the honor and majesty of the Lord Jesus 
Christ the King and Head thereof, as charged 
in the indictment, we the Session of the 
Riverside Presbyterian Church in the Name 


and by the authority of the Lord Jesus 


Christ do now declare you suspended from 
the Sacraments of the Church until you give 
satisfactory evidence of your repentance.” 


This action was appealed to Suwannee Presbytery 
and sustained by said Presbytery. 


This decision was appealed. to the Synod of 
Florida and was placed in the hands of Synod’s 
Judicial Commission with the following action hav- 
ing been taken: 


Judicial Commission of the Synod of Florida 


The Judicial Commission of the Synod of Flor- 
ida has reversed the judgment of the Session of 
the Riverside Presbyterian Church at Jacksonville, 
Florida, and of Suwannee Presbytery, in the case 
- mg: A. Wallace, a private member of said 
chure 


The Commission took cognizance of the fact 


that the Appellee chose not to argue this case be- 
fore this Court of Synod. Although there is good 
logic in the Appellee’s position in not pressing 
his case before this Commission inasmuch as he was 
convinced (properly) that the Commission would 
undoubtedly follow the same line of Constitutional! 
reasoning as it had in the Fetner case, yet it 
would appear to this Court that no case is com- 
vletely identical to any other, and every case must 
be decided exclusively upon its own merits. 
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There were two Specifications of Error in the 
Appeal which was considered as follows: 


1. In regard to Specifications of Error, No. 1, 
to wit: that the indictment of Jesse A. Wallace is 
not clearly drawn, and that it fails conclusively 
to state an offence which is the proper object of 
Judicial process (B. C. O. par. 179), it is the 
judgment of this Court that this Specification of 
Error be sustained. 


(a) The Constitutional principle applicable here 
is the same as that relating to the Specification 
of Error, No. 4, in the Fetner case which this 
Court upheld, and need not be repeated here. We 
emphasize again that it is abundantly clear in the 
Book of Church Order that in all cases of Judicial 
process: “nothing, therefore, ought to be con- 
sidered by any Court as an offence or admitted as 
a matter of accusation, which cannot be proved to 
be such from Scripture, as interpreted in these 
Standards’’. A Scriptural warrant for the charge 
must be convincingly adduced. No vague general- 
ization can be made from the premise that since 
our Standards are based upon Scripture, and since 
these Standards confer certain powers of govern- 
ment upon our respective courts, that any violation 
of any rule (known or unknown) which any of 
these respective courts may possibly make in the 
interest of the proper expedition of its business, 
and its concept of discipline as used in the ordinary 
sense of the Standards, automatically renders the 
offender guilty of a contravention of the law of 
Christ. It is at least theoretically possible that 
some rule or regulation of some Church Court ma 
be at variance with the law of Christ as set fort 
in Holy Scripture. So our fathers of the Reforma- 
tion did definitely believe! 


(b) Since the burden of the prosecution in any 
court is to prove beyond all peradventure of a doubt 
that the defendant is guilty as charged, it 
is the judgment of this Court that the case against 
Mr. Wallace as one worthy of stern punishment 
because he has violated the law of Christ has not 
been clearly established. 


(c) It seems to this Court a rather curious con- 
tradiction to state unequivocally as the Session of 
Riverside Church has clearly done, that neither 
the Christian faith nor the Christian character of 
Mr. Wallace was ever called into question, but, 
nonetheless, to find him guilty of sinful acts which 
by their very nature, if proven to be true, would 
reflect strongly upon his Christian witness and his 
Christian faith. 


If any of us are to be indicted and convicted in 
a Court of Jesus Christ simply because we show 
poor Judgment, or have perhaps become confused 
in our loyalties, or differ decidedly from our bre- 
thren on various matters, or otherwise manifest 
the frailties of the human flesh to which we are 
all heir, then the probabilities are very great that 
the members of the Session of Riverside Church, 
that all of the members of the Presbytery of Su- 
wannee, and that all of the members of this Judicial 
Commission, would have at some time or another 
stood in jeopardy of the same judgment, and 
should therefore be denied the privilege of the 
Lord’s Table. 


In regard to Specification of Error, No. 2, to 


_wit: That the judgment of this Court of Trial 


was all out of proportion to the alleged offences 
committed, it is the opinion of this Court that 
this Specification of Error be sustained. 


1. We note that new evidence was introduced 


in this hearing bearing favorably upon Mr. Wal- 


lace, and was so noted as such. The Appellee being 


_ properly advised took no issue with it. 
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a) There is no evidence that the Court of Trial 
felt that this new evidence was sufficient basis to 
instigate a new trial in the case of Mr. Wallace. 


2. Again we submit that since the charges 
against Mr. Wallace are not clearly drawn, nor 
conclusively proved “beyond a reasonable shadow 
of doubt”? we feel that the penalty inflicted upon 
the Defendant was improper and unjust, and is 
hereby reversed; and inasmuch as he has been 
denied the Sacrament of his church for many long 
months, it is the judgment of this Court that the 
original censure inflicted upon him is null and 
void, and that he should immediately be restored 
to his rightful place in the membership of the 
Riverside Church. 


As a concluding note: 


The principles of ecclesiastical jurisprudence as 
well as those of common and civil law place the 
burden of proof clearly upon the prosecution in 
any case of judicial process: ‘A man is innocent 
until proven beyond all reasonable shadow of doubt 
to be guilty’. It is also a fundamental axiom of law 
that the offender must be tried strictly upon the 
charge made out against him. In other words, a 
man may not be indicted for theft, and then tried 
for murder, or vice versa. 


It is evident to this Court, both in the original 
trial and in the presentation before this Court, 
many matters which were entirely irrelevant inso- 
far as the proper prosecution of the case was con- 
cerned were nonetheless introduced by both the 
plaintiff and the defendants, — the appellants 
and the appellees. This is perhaps understandable 
in that not too many of us are too well versed 
in the procedure of church discipline. But in any 
case of judicial process, the proceedings should be 
kept strictly to the Constitutional issues involved. 


This Commission has conceived of its task strictly 
and narrowly as one to ascertain whether or not 
the Constitutional rights of the Appellants have 
been fully vindicated or not as the case might be. 


There were many facets of this case touching up- 
on alleged unhappiness within the family of River- 
side Church, and, indeed, within the family of 
Suwannee Presbytery, which very properly should 
have the patient and sympathetic counsel of some 
duly authorized commission of the church. We have 
not felt that it was within the province of this 
Commission to deal in any way with these matters 
as important as they may be, but to stick closely 
to the points of a Constitutional procedure in- 
volved in these appeals. We do note with approval, 
however, the attitude of deep regret often ex- 
pressed to this Commission on the part of the 
Appellants for any part the unwisdom of their 
actions had contributed to a disruption of the peace 
and harmony of the Riverside Church, and the 
desire sincerely expressed to be recon- 
ciled with their brethren. 


The Synod of Florida put into the hands of a 
Judicial Commission the written record of a case 
handled by a Judicial Commission of Suwannee 
Presbytery from whose decision an appeal had 
been made. To the members of the Synod’s Com- 
mission the most challenging message contained in 
the papers we received were these words from the 
Presbytery’s Commission: “From a study of the 
records the Commission surmises that this trial is 
but an indication of the sickness that exists within 
the Riverside Presbyterian Church’. Our hopes 
and prayers, as we engaged in our task, were that 
bbe be used in some way to help remedy that 
sickness. 


Of course, it was recognized that we were com- 
pelled to do our job within the framework of that 
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written record, no matter how much we may have 
desired to act with respect to personal wishes and 
knowledge beyond that contained in the record. 


First of all, we would express our gratitude 
over the fact that the Session of a large and im- 
portant Church, whose individuals are not only 
devoted Christians, but also men of affairs, was 
gravely concerned at the presence of dissension in 
the Congregation, while recognizing the right of 
every one to dissent. And they earnestly and 
anxiously sought to heal whatever divisions existed. 
The long and unusual hours they spent in an effort 
to reason through their differences and avert a 
rupture are most noteworthy. It adds respect to 
the office of Presbyterian Eldership to find a group 
of consecrated men thus concerning themselves, 
and by their example, other such groups lacking 
in loyalty and diligence are challenged. When they 
have done their utmost and have failed, and thus 
feel compelled to render an unpleasant judgment 
against a group of their fellows, it is freely recog- 
nized that they do it with sincere regret. 


Likewise when an able and experienced Presby- 
tery Commission has spent equally long hours and 
has given equally patient consideration to the af- 
fair, we praise them for their diligence, and in 
every case where we find it necessary to differ 
with their conclusions, we yet assure them that 
their judgment is not belittled. We plead our own 
limitations and freely agree that some rules are 
difficult of interpretation in their application to 
individual cases. 


It is remembered that when a case is under re- 
view wherein one has been adjudged guilty of an 
offence, and made subject to censure, whether that 
of suspension or excommunication, the censure 
must be spelled out in terms of actual sin. In 
that Volume of final appeal, the Bible, we find, as 
in this case, that dessension within the Church and 
in the Body of Christ, is everywhere deplored, often 
severely criticized, and in some cases, dissenters 
are ostracised. But we fail to recall a case where 
it is designated as sin. There were differences of 
opinion in the Disciple Band, in the first Missionary 
group. But these differences were not Simon 
Magus or Ananias-Sapphira matters. 


We should therefore plead with Suwanee Presby- 
tery to join with us in requesting the Session of 
the Riverside Presbyterian Church to remove cen- 
sure from these brethren, restore them to the 
privileges of the Table of the Lord and His Church, 
and the love and fellowship of His people, and we 
would earnestly call attention to the brethren thus 
restored that they also have an obligation to forgive 
and to walk humbly in Christian fellowship with 
other believers, even though there may be disagree- 
ments about policies and programs. For as Su- 
wannee Presbytery’s Commission pointed out, 
Schism in the Body of Christ is real sickness.”’ 


National Council of Churches Adopts 
Resolution on Housing; Urges 
Congress To Repeal Loyalty Oath 

Provision of the National 
Defense Education Act 


HARTFORD, Conn., Feb. 26 — The National 
Council of Churches unanimously adopted a resolu- 
tion today pledging its 38 million U. S. Protestant 
members to “work vigorously” to wipe out discrimi- 
nation in housing because of race or religion. 


The resolution, adopted by the council’s 250- 
member General Board, urged churches to “sign 
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and make public covenants which commit them to 
open occupancy housing in their neighborhoods” 
and to write Congress in support of more public 
housing “as one means of providing more housing 
on an open occupancy basis for low income groups 
regardless of race, national origin or religion.” 


The resolution said it was the concern of 
churches to “face and deal with the problem of 
racial segregation in housing,” that they had not 
been “guiltless in prolonging discriminatory prac- 
tices, often through evasion and indifference.’ 


To ignore the issue, it said, would be to ignore 
“the imperatives of the Christian Gospel.” 


Churches were urged to “work through moral 
suasion, social action and support for enactment 
of laws to achieve the right for every person to 
acquire housing’? which permits adequate health 
and well-being standards for all ‘‘on the basis of 
personal preference and financial ability without 
regard to race.” 


The council called upon the entire membership 
to give strongest support toward this goal and 
commended churches and church councils for what 
they have done “to achieve housing markets free 
of racial discrimination.” 


The General Board, conducting its two-day ses- 
sion, also urged Congress to repeal the loyalty oath 
provision of the National Defense Education Act 
as a requirement of students seeking financial as- 
sistance. 


“The requirement of an affidavit denying dis- 
loyalty carries the clear implication that this trust 
exists,’’ said a pronouncement of the 
oard. 


The council voted in favor of extending the fed- 
eral and state minimum wage laws to all economic 


- groups not now covered “as a means of assuring a 


standard necessary for the maintenance of health 
and decency for family living today.” 


Board of Church Extension Approves 
Long Range Plans for Church Loans 
GEORGIA 


_ Atlanta—(PN)— A long-range plan for increas- 
ing funds available for church loans was approved 
in principle by the Board of Church Extension, 
meeting here in mid-February. 


The plan, when worked out in final detail and 
viven approval by the General Assembly, may re- 
sult in increasing funds available through the 
Board’s cooperation to four or five times the 
present figure. A _ special committee has been 
studying the plan for several months, and proposed 
it as the best of several possible answers to the 
Board’s urgent need for as much as $5,000,000 
to be loaned to churches throughout the Assembly. 


_ Under the plan, a portion of the funds now be- 
ing used for small, direct loans from the Board 
to congregations, will be used instead as a guaran- 
tee fund, backing up larger loans which would be 
made by commercial lending agencies. By putting 
into a funded reserve a minimum of 10% of the 
amount of each loan approved, the Board can 
guarantee the lending agencies against loss. This 


would in effect multiply the money available 


through the Board to four or five times its a 
total. The guarantee fund would presuma 

tain for borrowing churches a more favorable rate 
of interest than can be obtained by direct negotia- 
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tions with a lending agency. And it is hoped the 
plan will smooth the way for new churches to ob- 
tain ——— aid at a crucial stage in the churches’ 
growth. 


Guarantee funds will be placed in escrow, but 
the Church will earn interest from these escrow 
funds so that the guarantee fund will grow, of 
itself, to provide further guaranteed loans. In ad- 
dition, the Board hopes to add to the amount 
available for guarantee funds by adding the prin- 
ciple and interest payments received on direct 
loans now made to churches. Loans to churches 
currently total $1,223,258, with an additional $148,- 
400 in loans approved but not yet closed. In the 
past, as each loan was repaid, and as interest on 
the loans came in, the Board has used the money 
for additional loans. Under the plan now given 
approval in principle, these repayments would be 
used to build up the guarantee fund of the $750,000 
to $1,000,000 that would be necessary to guarantee 
loans of $5,000,000. This latter figure was the 
ceiling set for the time being on loans which the 
Board would undertake to guarantee as escrow 
funds become available. 


To speed the building up of this guarantee fund, 
the Board further approved a recommendation to 
the General Assembly that it be allowed to use 
some of the funds from current operating budget 
for this purpose. 


The plan adopted in February will make it pos- 
sible for the Board to underwrite loans considerably 
larger than it was able to lend directly to any 
church. At present the Board can lend no more 
than $10,000 to an established church, and no 
more than $25,000 to a new church, and then only 
under very special conditions. The new plan will 
attempt to raise the average loan to $50,000, with 
special cases being allowed up to $75,000. It was 
the expressed idea that loans of this size, when 
coupled with financial resources of a new congrega- 
tion, plus the help of a presbytery would enable 
the new congregation to move rapidly into its 
first building program. 


The first stage of the build-up of the escrow 
fund calls for $100,000 to be deposited by the 
Board. The Board has already found two lending 
agencies which will work with it in making loans 
to churches which the Board recommends. 


Board members stressed, in discussion, that even 
when this new plan is in operation, it will not at 
first be able to supply the financial assistance 
needed throughout the Church by churches begin- 
ning their programs. The initial loans which avail- 
able guarantee funds can back will be far below 
the eventual $5,000,000 goal of the plan, and 
even that figure is believed to be only the begin- 
ning of the urgent needs for loans. 


The Board action further stressed the fact that 
this action was approval in principle of the plan, 
and that the plan’s details must be worked out by 
the Board’s Finance Committee, after approval by 
the General Assembly. 


Atlanta—(PN)— Two Presbyterians are among 
fourteen Southerners named to the South’s Hall of 
Fame for the Living as announced in Atlanta re- 
cently by Dixie Business. 


Hubert F. Lee, editor of Dixie Business, the 
sponsoring magazine for the South’s Hall of Fame, 
announced that Dr. Jas. A. Jones, of Richmond, 
president of Union Theological Seminary, and Mr. 


Harllee Branch, Jr., of Atlanta, president of the 


Southern Company, were among fourteen edu- 
cators, publishers, and business men named to the 


group. 
PAGE 15 


e¢ 
® 
4 
- 
€e 
> £ ee 
ere 
: 
| > 
4 
~ 
& § s : 
4 Pe 8 
@ 
‘ 


The Hall of Fame for the Living is limited to 
200 living Southerners and from the list of those 
in the Hall of Fame, a Man of the South for each 
year is elected. Balloting is done by readers and 
friends of the magazine. A man of the South has 
been elected each year since 1946. 


Meeting of Centennial Committee 


Atlanta —(PN)— The Centennial Committee of 
the General Assembly, meeting in the Presbyterian 
Center here in late February approved in con- 
siderable detail plans for the Centennial General 
Assembly in 1961. 


The plans for the Assembly, as submitted by 
the Sub-committee on Celebration, requests the 
General Assembly of 1959 to approve: 


A request to the retiring moderator in 1961 to 


make his sermon the Keynote for the Centennial 


Year. 


A recommendation to Assembly Boards and 
Agencies that they emphasize the Centennial theme, 
“Our Presbyterian Heritage and Mission” in dis- 
plays and programs. 


A plan for special programs built around “the 
outreach of the Church for the future, as seen in 
the light of the experience of the past’, and 
“Christian Education, past and future, with special 
emphasis on the Church’s impact on Southern cul- 
ture.”’ } 


A Sunday morning sermon by an outstanding 
speaker from one of the sister or parent churches 
which with the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has had 
historic ties. Stress would be laid upon the con- 
tinuing Presbyterian heritage of this Church. 


A plan for a Sunday afternoon program featuring 
the world Presbyterian family, with as many repre- 
sentatives of sister Reformed and Presbyterian 
churches about the world as may be able to send 
representatives. 


A Sunday evening rally built around the theme 
of “Presbyterians in the Coming Century.”’ 


A climactic Monday evening program in which 
the world-wide impact of the ministry of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., will be presented through 
representatives of daughter Presbyterian Church 
from the mission fields. : 


To make effective the participation of the other 
Presbyterian bodies of the world, the Committee 
also voted to request that the General Assembly 
extend an invitation to the seven daughter 
churches, and to other Presbyterian Churches with 
which the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has had 
historic ties, to send representatives to the Cen- 
tennial General Assembly of the Church in 1961. 
This invitation was backed up by a further request 
that the General Council, in consultation with the 


Board of World Missions, be asked to provide suf- 


ficient financial aid to enable these sister and 
daughter churches to send representatives if they 
should be unable to do so from their own resources. 


From the Sub-Committee on Special Literature, 
the Centennial also approved additional plans which 
call for publication of a brief historical and infor- 
mational statement, and a special order of worship 
to be used on Centennial Sunday, October 29, 1961. 
The committee also approved asking boards and 
agencies to consider publishing significant articles, 
sermons, and reports from the historic leaders of 
the Church in the past, insofar as these items ap- 
plied to the special fields of these agencies will 
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also be made, with publications of these items 
through Church papers and magazines. 


Another request by the committee went to John 
Knox Press, asking that it consider republication 
of “The Theology of Prayer,’ by Dr. Benj. M. 
Palmer, first moderator of the General Assembly. 


Clairmont Church 


Atlanta—(PN)— A survey just completed of 
the denominational background for the 935 mem- 
bers of Clairmont Presbyterian Church in Atlanta 
has revealed that a surprisingly high percentage 
have Presbyterian heritage. 


New churches organized throughout the General 
Assembly have frequently expressed the idea that 
a comparatively small proportion of those who are 
members of the new churches are Presbyterian in 
their background or previous church membership. 
The figures worked out for the membership of the 
seven year old Clairmont Church revealed that 
more than half of the present membership were 
formerly members of other Presbyterian Churches 
before coming into the new congregation and that 
a number of the persons received on profession 
of faith were Presbyterian in background. 


The Rev. Max Milligan, pastor of the church 
since 1953, studied the membership rolls and an- 
nounced that of the 935 present members, 22% 
of them had come to Clairmont Church from other 
Presbyterian Churches in the Atlanta metropolitan 
area. An additional 34% came into the church by 
transfer of letter from Presbyterian Churches in 
other areas of the country as these members moved 
into the Atlanta area. These two figures combined 
give 56% of the membership with a former mem- 
bership in other Presbyterian Churches. 


Clairmont Church, which was organized in June 
of 1952, has taken in exactly 20% of its present 
membership by profession of faith. An unusually 
high proportion of the 20% received on profession 
of faith were adults. Many of these and many of 
the children received had Presbyterian backgrounds. 


Dean Felix B. Gear Awarded Fellowship 


Dean Felix B. Gear of Columbia Theological 
Seminary has been awarded a fellowship by the 
American Association of Theological Schools for 
advanced study during the school year 1959-60. 
Dr. Gear, who will be on leave of absence from his 
duties at Columbia Seminary during the year, ex- 
pects to spend several months of his leave in a 
cial studies at Jerusalem. During the remainder 
of his leave of absence he will continue his studies 
at some leading university of Europe or of the 
United States, with a view to the preparation of a 


‘ textbook in the field of Reformed Theology. He will 


also spend a part of the year in visiting representa- 
tive theological schools in Europe and America 
and in acquainting himself with their methods with 
a view to preparing himself further for his duties 


as Dean of Instruction at the Decatur institution. 
Dr. Gear’s leave of absence will begin at the 


conclusion of the present school year, June 1, 1959. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Carthage — Forty years of continuous serv- 
ice as superintendent of the Sunday school of the 
Carthage First Presbyterian Church, Wilbur Currie 
was recently presented an engraved silver pitcher. 
The presentation was made by Mrs. Charles T. 
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Of Maysville, S. C. 


Grier, and P. H. McDonald, representing a coni- 
mittee from the Sunday School. 


Mr. Currie was first made Superintendent of the 
Sunday School in 1919 shortly after the death of 
his father who had also been superintendent. He 
has been unanimously re-elected annually since 
that time. He is also an elder in the church. 


At present he represents the 12th Senatorial 
District in the North Carolina General Assembly 
and has represented his district and also has served 
as Moore county representative in the North Caro- 
lina House. | 


He has served as Mayor of Carthage, chairman 
of Moore County Board of Commissioners, and 
various other posts. He directs the vast J. L. 
Currie Company enterprises, and is a director of 
the Carolina Bank, a trustee of the Greater Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, a trustee of Flora Mc- 
Donald College, a trustee of the Consolidated Pres- 
byterian College and a trustee of the Moore Me- 
morial Hospital. 


Married to the former Margaret Willcom, he is 
aided in his church and civic work by his wife. 
They have eight children. 


Trinity Church, Wilmington Presbytery 


Rev. Joe Wagner was installed as pastor of the 
Trinity Church on Sunday evening, February 22. 


‘Forming the commission were Dr. L. A. Taylor who 
presided, Rev. Horace Hilton of the Winter Park. 


Church who preached, Dr. W. M. Schotanus of 
Jacksonville, who charged the minister. Elder Wm. 
E. Baird charged the congregation, Elder Lawrence 
Brandon gave the prayer of installation, and Elder 
James W. Shank led in the reading of the scripture. 
The three Elders are members of Trinity Church. 


Mr. Wagner came to Trinity church in Decem- 
ber, after having served for 7 years at the Tryon 
Church, Kings Mt. Presbytery. A native of Cleve- 
land, Tennessee, he graduated from Bob Jones 
University and Columbia Seminary. Mrs. Wagner 
is from Spartanburg, S. C. and they have one 
daughter, Julia. 


Bevan Appointed Dean of New Florida 
Presbyterain College | 


Davidson — Dr. John M. Bevan, for the past 
seven years associate professor of Psychology at 
Davidson College,- will become dean of the new 
Florida Presbyterian College at St. Petersburg. An- 
nouncement of his appointment came from Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Kadel, president of the new four-year 
liberal arts college. 


Dr. Bevan will leave Davidson in June and will 
spend four months seeking faculty members for 
the new college and helping to work out a schedule 
of courses to be offered. 


The new dean leaves Davidson with an outstand 


ing record of teaching in the Psychology depart-— 


ment and in the field of research and professional 
publications. He holds the Bachelor, Master, and 
Ph.D. degrees, all from Duke University. Dr. Kadel 
describes him as one of the most outstanding 
young educators in the South. 


Dr. Bevan is married to the former Louise Dabbs 
They have four children, 
Brenda, Elizabeth, John, Jr., and Megan. 
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Johnston Appointed Dean of 
Davidson Faculty 


Davidson — Dr. Frontis W. Johnston, professor 
of History at Davidson College since 1941, became 
permanent Dean of the Faculty of Davidson by 
unanimous decision of the college’s Board of Trus- 
tees at its recent meeting on the campus. He was 
appointed Acting Dean last September. 


Dr. Johnston is president of the Southern Con- 
ference, an elder in the Davidson College Presby- 
terian Church, and a member of numerous histori- 
cal associations. He has done considerable work 
on the life of Zebulon B. Vance as the result of a 
grant-in-aid from the Hayes Foundation, and he 
travels each year to Washington, D. C., to lecture 
on the Constitution and Bill or Rights before the 
F. B. I. National Police Academy. He also gives 
similar lectures to the Southern Police Institute 
operated by the University of Louisville. 


Contributor of numerous articles to magazines 
and journals, he is in great demand as speaker for 
civic groups, alumni meetings, book clubs, histori- 
cal societies, and has addressed the Alabama Bar 
Association. Two years ago he addressed the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Johnston is a graduate of Davidson — 
of the class of 1930, and in 1938 received his Ph.D. 
degree from Yale University. 
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B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


R. P. Crumpler, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. | 
F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
‘Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, 5S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckham, Mgar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 
Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 

J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 

ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 

OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio. 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 

MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk. Flame-resistant, 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
Robert Bruce. John Knox Press. $3.75. 


The messages in this volume were delivered in 
St. Giles, Edinburgh in 1589. Generations of stu- 
dents in bygone days have nourished their souls, 
enriched their ministeries through these discourses. 
Robert Bruce lived in stirring but unsettled times 
and had his full share of suffering. Yet there is 
quiet tenderness here as well as a depth, a fullness 
of treatment in a generation that makes their 
reading still a memorable experience. 


Professor Torrance states that few men in the 
history of the church can stand beside Bruce for 
sheer godliness and absolute fidelity to conviction. 


In the preface to this volume, Dr. Torrance . 


writes, “From years the historic sermons of 
Robert Bruce on the sacrament form an essential 
and unforgettable part of my theological diet. I 
was brought up on them at home and when I came 
to New College in the University of Edinburgh 
as a divinity student, I found myself giving them 
fuller study on the urgent recommendation of Pro- 
fessor H. R. Mackintosh.”’ 


Here is a great work that should enable ministers 
to better prepare their hearts and minds for the 
exalted privilege of administering the Lord’s Sup- 


per to the Lord’s people. 
—John R. Richardson 


FRONTIER BISHOP. Worth Marion Tippy. Ab- 
ingdon Press. $3.00. 


This volume presents the life and times of Rob- 
ert Richford Roberts. He was the embodiment of 
the American pioneer, and his life story is bound 
up with his country’s and his church’s growth. 


Born in 1778 in Maryland of Church of England 
parents, Robert Roberts was converted as a lad of 
14 and joined the Methodist Society two years 
later at Ligonier, Pennsylvania. He was ordained 
by the great Asbury at the Baltimore Conference 
in 1804. Consecrated a bishop of the Methodist 
Church at the age of 38, he was one of the youngest 
men ever to be elevated to the episcopacy. He 
chose Indiana as his episcopal residence. Not only 
did Bishop Roberts foresee that the future of his 
church lay to the west and south but Indiana was 
frontier and the frontier always called Robert 
Richford Roberts. This is an absorbing account 
of a colorful and vigorous individual. It is also 
an important contribution to our understanding 
of the role of the protestant churches in the west- 
ward expansion of the United States. 


THE ROMANCE OF MOTHERHOOD. Mrs. W. 
E. Hawkins. Zondervan. 25c. | 


The author presents lessons from 
periences and from experiences in the valley. These 
simple life stories are given that they may bring 
cheer and encouragement to mothers along the 
— The four chapters in this little book will 
make clear to mothers that motherhood is a God- 
given calling and a heavenly privilege. 
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Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 

This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians 
consider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. 
The question in the modern debate concern- 
ing whether Jesus claimed and believed him- 
self to be the Messiah, is here in the mind of 
Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ $32.50 
by A. B. Bruce 
A Classic in Christology 

Spoken of as having “won for himself the 
foremost place among Christian apologists’’ 
in the nineteenth century, A. B. Bruce 
crowned his New Testament studies with this 
brilliantly impressive study of a subject which 
he especially was equipped to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power _..-—-—S—«q$3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 


Here is a fresh, new book both the sub- 
stance and techniques of successful thematic 
Christian preaching. 


God and the Cosmos ‘$3.50 
by Theodore Graebner 
A Critical Examination of Atheism, Ma- 
terialism and Evolutionism. 


“The most up to date, thorough, compre- 
hensive, systematic book on Apologetics that 
we have had the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 
* 


The Basis of Millennial Faith _‘$2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis 
of Millennia] Faith will be a stimulant to 
your thinking on the subject. | 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom 
lectures on the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, edited and rewritten by the 
Reverend Johannes G. Vos, son of the author. 
it is especially valuable for its Scriptural 
illumination of such recent subjects as 
Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 
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for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


© SAFE ... backed by Church Extension 
experience and integrity 


© PAYS YOU ... up to 7.4% returns 


© PERMANENT ... payments to you are 
sure and regular, with a fixed income 


© COMPLETED GIFT .. . not involved 
with later legalities 


TAX DEDUC- 
TIBLE IN PART pale 
. from your in- be 
come 
© TROUBLE-FREE | | 
. . . Checks sent 
promptly; no wor- & 
ry about fraud, 
theft, loss 


© YOUR WITNESS 
FOR CHRIST .. . 
in the years to come 


Write to 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia 


Ask fer 
FREE FOLDER 


ANNOUNCING 
The Book of Dr. H. Huenemann 


LIGHT and COMFORT 


is now ready and on sale 


LIGHT and COMFORT is a book of 
devotions. It has a devotion and a 
prayer for every day of the year. The 
contents are truly biblical and loyal 


to the Reformed faith. 


Now biferdd at the Introductory Price 


Order from 


RELIANCE PUBLISHING CO. 


Green Bay, Wisconsin 
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GOOD REASONS 


spotlight 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Where will the emphasis be in your VBS 
program? Handwork? Field trips? Play and 
song activities? 

VBS can play an important role in your 
church's program of evangelism. Why not 
make the most of this opportunity to plant 
God’s Word in the hearts and homes of 
your community? 

Make your VBS a real BIBLE school. Use 
materials planned especially to focus atten- 
tion on the Bible itself with handwork that 
complements—and does not compete with 
—instruction in God’s Word. 

Send for free catalog or RemnEeate Sam- 
ple Kit. 


GREAT COMMISSION 
PUBLICATIONS, DEPT. C 
627 SCHAFF BLDG., PHILA. 2, PA. 


Please send me: 


() Free catalog a) Sample Kit at $3.75 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


BIBLE CLASS EXPOSITION ON MARK. Alex- | 


ander Maclaren. Zondervan. $2.50. 


These Bible Class Expositions were written spe- 
cifically as comments on the International Sunday 
School lessons and are completely different material 
from that contained in other commentaries by Mac- 
laren. Virtually verse by verse these rich exposi- 
tions bring new depth of meaning to the narrative 
and recorded conversation of the Gospels and Acts. 


Those who are called upon to teach the Gospel 
of Mark and those who are teaching on the life 
of Christ will find this volume a valuable source 
book and an excellent guide. 


INTRODUCING THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Archibald M. Hunter. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


The first edition of this book appeared about 12 
years ago. At that time it was well received in 
many quarters. Dr. Hunter has brought out the 
second edition to close the gaps in the first edition. 
Here he surveys all the writings of the New Testa- 
ment. The author discusses for each unit of new 
material, its story: content, authorship, and the 
writer’s special contribution to the Christ drama. 
All the books from Matthew to Revelation show 
this teacher’s genius for clarity. This volume also 
shows the profound unity in unfolding the salva- 
tion story centered in a Saviour, a saved people and 
the work of salvation itself. —s 
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THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, | 

$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 4 
postpaid. 

Order From 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal ; 


Weaverville ... North Carolina | 


EXPOSITION OF EPHESIANS, Chapter 1-2:10. 
Thomas Goodwin. Sovereign Grace Book Club. 
$5.95. 


Thomas Goodwin has been acknowledged as one 
of the most brilliant lights of the Puritan move- 
ment. Dr. Alexander White put him at the top 
of the list. He felt that he was an exegete par 
excellence. Goodwin is noted for his close atten- 
tion to careful exegesis in which every element 
of the written text of Scripture is the object of 
painstaking scrutiny for a comprehensive grasp of 
revealed truth in its entirety and in its structural 
relationships. 


It is gratifying that this monumental work which 
had become quite scarce is once again made avail- 
able. Ministers who delight in preaching accord- 
ing to the Book will find this volume to be of 


great benefit. 
—John R. Richardson 


FUNDAMENTALISM IN THE CHURCH. Gabriel 
Hebert. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


FUNDAMENTALISM IN THE WORD OF GOD. 
J. I. Packer. Wm. B. Eerdman’s. $1.25. 


It is with conservative evangelicals in the Church 
of England and other churches and with the Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship of Evangelical Unions that this 
book is especially concerned. The author deals 
with original Fundamentalists in the situation in 
which they arose. He recognizes that in such 
questions discussed in a controversial book, it is 


impossible for a Christian to be a detached and 


impartial onlooker. He is compelled to take sides. 
Dr. Hebert’s treatment of this subject will un- 
doubtedly be quite pleasing to liberals and dis- 


tasteful to conservatives. 


“Fundamentalism In the Word of God” by 


Dr. J. I. Packer deals with evangelical principles. 


He defines fundamentalism and shows its feelings 
and also its strong points. Dr. Packer is a first- 
class scholar, a graduate of Oxford University and 
a teacher of Anglican theology. The pertinent 
material that he has compressed in 186 pages is 
amazing. He comes to grips with the main topics 
in the theological controversy of our day. This 
reviewer unhesitatingly evaluates this volume as 
a masterpiece. 


Dr. Packer believes that since fundamentalism | 


carries with it a prejudicial character and asso- 
clations it is not a useful title for Evangelicals 
today. He prefers the title Evangelical. 


Dr. Packer expounds the Biblical doctrine of 
Biblical authority and shows that the belief and 
behaviour of Christian men must be controlled 
and directed throughout by the teaching of Scrip- 
ture. To rest content with the guidance of un- 
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WADE SMITH’S BOOKS 
For Young People 


The Pilgrim’s Progress, Bunyan's immortal 
story, Re-written and illustrated with 
Little Jetts. 


Much abbreviated, but the wonderful 
allegory fully preserved, with those 
meaningful names, like Obstinate, Pli- 
able, Evangelist, Hopeful, Worldly Wise- 
man, Mr. By-Ends, Faithful, Goodwill, 
Patience, Passion, Prudence, Apollyon, 
Ignorance, Wanton, Giant Dispair and 
many others. Price $2.50 


Little Jetts Youth Talks 
Fifty selected stories from the “Say 
- Fellows” column in the Sunday School 
Times. Designed principally for teen- 
age boys and girls—lIllustrated. 
Price $2.00 


The Little Jetts Bible (Old Testament) 
Price $2.50 


The Little Jetts New Testament— 
Price $2.50 


The Children’s Page 
80 stories, etched in script and illus- 
trated for little people. Price $1.25 


The above five books, total value $10.75, 
for $8.00, postpaid. 


The Testament For Fishers Of Men 
A personal worker's guide, vest pocket 
size, thin paper, leather bound with 
gilt edges, Price $3.25 


All six books named, in one order for $10.00 
Autographed, if desired. 


Order from 


The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


reformed church tradition or uncriticized private 
opinion not tested by the Written Word is theo- 
logically illegitimate. His examination of the Bib- 
lical concept of Scripture as found in the Bible 
is that the Bible is God-given, error-free, self- 
interpreting unity, true and trustworthy in all 
that it teaches. 


The relation of reason to faith is discussed and 
the author shows that the proper relation of reason 
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is to express faith by receiving, applying, and trans- 
mitting revealed truth. We are told that faith 
and reason only come into conflict when reason 
defies God’s authority and refuses to be a servant 
of faith and reverts to some sort of unbelief. 
He further shows that Liberalism, both in its 
older form and its newer dress, is not merely 
unscientific and uncritical but sinful and self- 
contradictory, too. 


We are grateful to Dr. Packer for reminding 
Christians concerning the real nature of the choice 
with which this debate confronts us. It is not 
a choice between obscurantism and _ scholarship 
nor between crudeness and sensitivity in Biblical 
expression. It concerns quite a different issue 
and a far deeper one. We are reminded that we 
are faced in principle with the choice between 
two versions of Christianity. It is a choice between 
historic Evangelism and modern Subjectivism. The 
choice between a Christianity that is consistent 
with itself and one that is not. 


We would like to see this book by Dr. Packer 
on the desk of every Presbyterian minister and 
every theological student in our Seminaries. 


John R. Richardson 


THE FAITH OF A. POWELL DAVIES. William 
O. Douglas. Doubleday. $4.50. 


Dr. Davies was pastor of the Unitarian All Souls 
Church in Washington, D. C. He was born in Eng- 
land and ordained originally as a Methodist min- 
ister. He joined the Unitarian Church, he said, be- 
cause it offered him “the spiritual and intellectual 
freedom” he valued so highly. 


William O. Douglas, Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, edited this volume following Dr. 
Davies’ death. He has written an extended fore- 
word in which he points out that Dr. Davies pleaded 
for the removal of the supernatural from religion. 
The supernatural, according to Dr. Davies, is man’s 
imagining. 

The volume is divided into 6 parts. The first 
considers the subject of counseling; the second, 
Democracy vs. Communism; the third, Law and 
Justice; the fourth, International Responsibilities; 
the fifth, Literary Wit and Wisdom; and the final 
section discusses Creed, Dogma and Faith. 


Dr. Davies was violently opposed to creeds. He 
more Be transgressed the free domain of the 
min 


This volume shows us that Unitarianism can be 
summed up in the concept of human brotherhood. 
This is a pathetic volume exhibiting to us how bank- 
rupt a person is apart from the full-orbed Chris- 
tian faith. For example, the author preached an 
Easter sermon, calling it ‘“‘An Easter Message’’. 
To him Easter is just another term for Springtime. 


Dr. Davies is described as an unrepentant Lib- 
eral. At least one good thing can be said in his 
favor and that is when he gave up the Christian 
faith he went into the Unitarian Church. Some 
have not possessed similar courage. 


—John R. Richardson 


CALVARY. Harry Rimmer. Berne Witness, Inc., 


This book is a condensation into one volume of 
the first three books of the Calvary series by Dr. 
Harry Rimmer. It preserves for the reader the 
keen and provocative studies of the author as well 
as challenging the reader to fulfill God’s plan for 
him. It is an excellent answer to the question, 
“‘Why did Jesus die?” | 
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NAKED TRUTH. Paul B. Smith. Marshall, Mor- 
gan & Scott. London, 7 s, 6 d 


In this volume the author is dealing with some 
of the questions which are uppermost in the hearts 
of Christian people today. He seeks to find the 
right answer to such problems from the Word of God 
and the result may be said to be helpful an 
thought-provoking to young and old alike. — , 


Although the book is addressd in the main to 
Christians, there is a strong call at the end to those 
who as yet have not entered into the way which 
leads to life eternal. 


The seven messages in this volume are convincing 
and compelling. 


LAD WITH SUMMER EYES. Frieda and Paul 
Barkman. Moody Press. $2.25. 


This is the true story of a boy who lived in a 
children’s institution. It refutes the many false 
impressions people have of what goes on in such 
a place and how the children really feel. For a 
Christian approach to social welfare, this story 
should be read and studied. Childless parents and 
other people’s children will be interested and helped 
as they read. 


TURBULENT WATERS. Jane Livingstone. 
Moody Press. $3.00. 


This book is a novel about the persecution of 
Protestants during the last several years in a 
neighbor country. It is written from facts, not 
fancy. Situations similar to those it describes are 
carefully documented. This work shows the reasons 
behind the intolerance of the Roman Catholic sys- 
tem, when released from legal restraints and al- 
lowed to find its natural level of activity. It is an 
interesting study of the church under trial. 


VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN SERVICE. Alan 
Redpath. Fleming H. Revell Co. $3.00. 


This volume consists of 13 studies in the book 
of Nehemiah. Dr. Redpath has prepared this vol- 
ume to help Christians to avoid some of the pitfalls 
found in Christian service and the triumph in the 
challenging situations which confront them. Every 
Christian reader will be strengthened as he follows 
the author’s exposition relating how that every 
real work for God must begin at home, how we 
need to learn to face opposition from without and 
discouragement from within. This volume is truly 
a challenge and guide to the successful Christian 
life and victorious Christian service. 


THE WORLD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Cyrus H. Gordon. Doubleday and Co. $3.95. 


Dr. Gordon states that to understand the Bible 
we need all the collateral information that we can 
get. This book has been written to show how 
specific gaps in our knowledge may be filled by 
studying literature from the Mediterranean world. 
In other words, the author holds that the modern 
study of the Old Testament resolves itself into an 
understanding of the Hebrew text against a back- 
ground of discoveries in the Near East. This book 
is meant to be used hand in hand with the Old 
Testament. | 


The author is professor of Assyriology and 
Egyptology. The value of this book is to be found 
in its study of human antiquity in the Near East 
— the light it throws upon the origins of Western 
culture. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING. Martin 
Monsma. Baker Book House. 75c. 


This volume recognizes the importance of the 
congregational meeting in Reformed church cir- 
cles. This booklet has been prepared to assist con- 
gregations in their congregational meetings under 
the Reformed Church governmental system. 


The author, the Rev. Martin Monsma, is _asso- 
ciate professor of practical theology at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. | 


MAGIC IN RELIGION. George B. Vetter. Phil- 
osophical Library. $6.00. 


The author examines the metaphysics underlying 
practically all belief in magic and religion in the 
light of modern psychology. This volume has been 
written largely from the evolutionary standpoint 
and will be of little value to the Christian. | 


FAITH FOR THE ATOMIC AGE. Joseph Falcon. 
Christopher Publishing House. $4.00. 


This volume is disappointing. It does not offer 
a satisfactory faith for the atomic age. The author’s 
main purpose seems to be to promote the religion 
of spiritualism which he feels is a modern and 
progressive religion suitable for the atomic age. 


THE SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE. Dr. H. van 
Riessen. Presbyterian Reformed Publishing Co. 
$4.95. 


Dr. van Riessen is a professor in the Institute of 
Technology, Delft, Netherlands. His book was first 
written in 1952 and has recently been translated 
into English. Dr. van Riessen is a recognized au- 
thority in this field. He is the author of a 700 
page treatise on “Philosophy and Technique.”’ The 
author writes with a sense of urgency as he rea- 
lizes that the most alarming social phenomenon in 
the 20th century is the continuous direction of 
society toward collectivism. He urges his readers 
to avoid the danger of collectivistic developments 
in the future because such developments would 
end in totalitarianism. The motif elaborated in 
this book is the conflict between freedom and se- 
curity. The real conflict, says the author, is be- 
tween human freedom and the security which 
regardless of man’s own responsibility is forced 
upon him by those in authority. The author shows 
how our society has laden within it those ills 


which will lead to the ultimate unveiling of Anti- 


Christ and his kingdom. 


Our social distress, when analyzed, says Dr. van 
Riessen, discloses many weaknesses: a lack of 
proper conception of the origin and nature of 
authority; a secularization of the idea of liberty; 
a misconception of the nature and independence 
of the societal relationships; a denial of the re- 
ligious origin of the present spiritual decay; the 
absolutizing of the personality or of the com- 
munity; confidence in the elite and the acquiesence 
in the existence of the masses; preponderance of the 
ideal of security; an excessive expectation from 
Sclence organization and from a natural order; 
and a one-sided orientation to economic standards 
and to human needs. 


One of the major emphases of this volume is 
that there must be an observance of Scriptural 
principles for social reconstruction. Principles must 
be infused into the souls of men who understand 
them in the light of their origin and they must 
be realized so that man fulfills his calling. Prin- 
ciples are a mandate of creation: they come to 
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man through the redemption of Christ and their 
function is to emancipate life in keeping with the 
intention of such redemption. 


The Reformation, observes Dr. van Riessen, was 
an act of liberation from the constraints of the 
collectivistic social order of the Middle Ages. That 
liberation was possible only because it opened the 
way to the true worship of God. It was a libera- 
tion under the obedience of His Word. Thus life 
came to full bloom; for man knew himself again 
as called directly by God. 


Unless something is done quickly, says Dr. van 
Riessen, we are moving to a final catastrophe. Hu- 
manity has advanced far on the road to disaster. 
He says there must be a reawakening through the 
Gospel. There must be a revival of faith and un- 
less this comes he agrees with Brunner who said, 
“Then a total collapse is not to be averted.” He 
adds, “Europe is dying because it has no God.” 


Despite the magnitude of the problems Chris- 
tians are called upon to face, Dr. van Riessen 
warns against defeatism, because this would mean 
the neglect of our vocation. The Christian, he 
says, must not become a victim of defeatism or 
superficial optimism but rather work to bring into 
operation the resources of our Christian faith. 


This is one of the finest works in the fields of 
economics and sociology that has appeared in our 
generation. It would be difficult to exaggerate 


the importance of this work for our day. It should 


make a strong appeal to all thinking Christians — 
ministers or laymen. We especially urge our Chris- 
tian businessmen to read this volume and pass it 
on to others. It is not easy reading, but it is highly 


profitable. 
—John R. Richardson 


C. H. SPURGEON’S SERMONS FOR SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS. Charles T. Cook. Zondervan. $2.95. 
Though Spurgeon has been dead for a number 
of years, his sermons live and continue to bless. 
This is largely due to the fact that he preached 
the gospel of the grace of God, and this gospel is 


‘always fresh and interesting. Spurgeon preached 


with power and conviction. These sermons illu- 
strate this fact. Christianity was to him a convic- 
tion and an experience. 


Spurgeon was a pronounced Calvinist. He be- 
lieved that Calvinism was identical with Chris- 
tianity. He further believed that Calvinism should 
not be laid away on shelves or kept in books. 
Spurgeon never wavered in his faith in his pre- 
destination. He believed that preaching was what 
God meant for him to do and this persuasion 
gripped him to the end of his life. 


As we read Spurgeon’s sermons we observe that 
they are filled with good solid theology and un- 
doubtedly this theology is the main element in 
his lasting attraction. 


The 18 sermons in this volume deal with special 
seasons of the year which is The New Year, Good 
Friday, Easter Day, Pentecost, Thanksgiving Day, 
and The Lord’s Supper. In each sermon we find 
strong meat presented in plain style. It is a joy 
to read sermons of such special merit. 

—John R. Richardson 


THE SECRET OF A HAPPY HOME. George 
Sweeting. Zondervan. 365c. 


This little book is packed full of common sense 
for each member of the household. It is practical 
and reveals the secrets of happiness that should 
reside in every Christian home. 
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is to express faith by receiving, applying, and trans- 
mitting revealed truth. We are told that faith 
and reason only come into conflict when reason 
defies God’s authority and refuses to be a servant 
of faith and reverts to some sort of unbelief. 
He further shows that Liberalism, both in its 
older form and its newer dress, is not merely 
unscientific and uncritical but sinful and self- 
contradictory, too. 


We are grateful to Dr. Packer for reminding 
Christians concerning the real nature of the choice 
with which this debate confronts us. It is not 
a choice between obscurantism and_ scholarship 
nor between crudeness and sensitivity in Biblical 
expression. It concerns quite a different issue 
and a far deeper one. We are reminded that we 
are faced in principle with the choice between 
two versions of Christianity. It is a choice between 
historic Evangelism and modern Subjectivism. The 
choice between a Christianity that is consistent 
with itself and one that is not. 


We would like to see this book by Dr. Packer 
on the desk of every Presbyterian minister and 
every theological student in our Seminaries. 


John R. Richardson > 


THE FAITH OF A. POWELL DAVIES. William 
O. Douglas. Doubleday. $4.50. 


Dr. Davies was pastor of the Unitarian All Souls 
Church in Washington, D. C. He was born in Eng- 
land and ordained originally as a Methodist min- 
ister. He joined the Unitarian Church, he said, be- 
cause it offered him “the spiritual and intellectual 
freedom”’ he valued so highly. 


William O. Douglas, Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, edited this volume following Dr. 
Davies’ death. He has written an extended fore- 
word in which he points out that Dr. Davies pleaded 
for the removal of the supernatural from religion. 
The supernatural, according to Dr. Davies, is man’s 
imagining. 

The volume is divided into 6 parts. The first 
considers the subject of counseling; the second, 
Democracy vs. Communism; the third, Law and 
Justice; the fourth, International Responsibilities; 
the fifth, Literary Wit and Wisdom; and the final 
section discusses Creed, Dogma and Faith. 


Dr. Davies was violently opposed to creeds. He 
sO i transgressed the free domain of the 
min 


This volume shows us that Unitarianism can be 
summed up in the concept of human brotherhood. 
This is a pathetic volume exhibiting to us how bank- 
rupt a person is apart from the full-orbed Chris- 
tian faith. For example, the author preached an 
Easter sermon, calling it ‘“‘An Easter Message’’. 
To him Easter is just another term for Springtime. 


Dr. Davies is described as an unrepentant Lib- 
eral. At least one good thing can be said in his 
favor and that is when he gave up the Christian 
faith he went into the Unitarian Church. Some 
have not possessed similar courage. 


—John R. Richardson 


CALVARY. Harry Rimmer. Berne Witness, Inc., 


This book is a condensation into one volume of © 


the first three books of the Calvary series by Dr. 
Harry Rimmer. It preserves for the reader the 
keen and provocative studies of the author as well 
as challenging the reader to fulfill God’s plan for 
him. It is an excellent answer to the question, 
“‘Why did Jesus die?” 
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NAKED TRUTH. Paul B. Smith. Marshall, Mor- 
gan & Scott. London, 7 s, 6 d 


In this volume the author is dealing with some 
of the questions which are uppermost in the hearts 
of Christian people today. He seeks to find the 
right answer to such problems from the Word of God 
and the result may be said to be helpful and 
thought-provoking to young and old alike. 


Although the book is addressd in the main to 
Christians, there is a strong call at the end to those 
who as yet have not entered into the way which 
leads to life eternal. ) 


The seven messages in this volume are convincing 
and compelling. 3 


LAD WITH SUMMER EYES. Frieda and Paul 
Barkman. Moody Press. $2.25. 


This is the true aad 4 of a boy who lived in a 
children’s institution. It refutes the many false 
impressions people have of what goes on in such 
a place and how the children really feel. For a 
Christian approach to social welfare, this story 
should be read and studied. Childless parents and 
other people’s children will be interested and helped 
as they read. 7 


TURBULENT WATERS. Jane Livingstone. 
Moody Press. $3.00. | 


This book is a novel about the persecution of 
Protestants during the last several years in a 
neighbor country. It is written from facts, not 
fancy. Situations similar to those it describes are 
carefully documented. This work shows the reasons 
behind the intolerance of the Roman Catholic sys- 
tem, when released from legal restraints and al- 
lowed to find its natural level of activity. It is an 
interesting study of the church under trial. 


VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN SERVICE. Alan 
Redpath. Fleming H. Revell Co. $3.00. 


This volume consists of 13 studies in the book 


“of Nehemiah. Dr. Redpath has prepared this vol- 


ume to help Christians to avoid some of the pitfalls 
found in Christian service and the triumph in the 
challenging situations which confront them. Every 
Christian reader will be strengthened as he follows 
the author’s exposition relating how that every 
real work for God must begin at home, how we 
need to learn to face opposition from without and 
discouragement from within. This volume is truly 
a challenge and guide to the successful Christian 
life and victorious Christian service. 


THE WORLD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Cyrus H. Gordon. Doubleday and Co. $3.95. 


Dr. Gordon states that to understand the Bible 
we need all the collateral information that we can 
get. This book has been written to show how 
specific gaps in our knowledge may be filled by 
studying literature from the Mediterranean world. 
In other words, the author holds that the modern 
study of the Old Testament resolves itself into an 
understanding of the Hebrew text against a back- 
ground of discoveries in the Near East. This book 
is meant to be used hand in hand with the Old 


Testament. 


The author is professor of Assyriology and 
Egyptology. The value of this book is to be found 
in its study of human antiquity in the Near East 
— the light it throws upon the origins of Western 
culture. 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING. Martin 
Monsma. Baker Book House. 75c. 


This volume recognizes the importance of the 
congregational meeting in Reformed church cir- 
cles. This booklet has been prepared to assist con- 
gregations in their congregational meetings under 
the Reformed Church governmental system. 


The author, the Rev. Martin Monsma, is asso- 
ciate professor of practical theology at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. : 


MAGIC IN RELIGION. George B. Vetter. Phil- 
osophical Library. $6.00. 


The author examines the metaphysics underlying 
practically all belief in magic and religion in the 
light of modern psychology. This volume has been 
written largely from the evolutionary standpoint 
and will be of little value to the Christian. 


FAITH FOR THE ATOMIC AGE. Joseph Falcon. 


Christopher Publishing House. $4.00. 


This volume is disappointing. It does not offer 
a satisfactory faith for the atomic age. The author’s 
main purpose seems to be to promote the religion 
of spiritualism which he feels is a modern and 
progressive religion suitable for the atomic age. 


THE SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE. Dr. H. van 
Riessen. Presbyterian Reformed Publishing Co. 
$4.95. 


Dr. van Riessen is a professor in the Institute of 
Technology, Delft, Netherlands. His book was first 
written in 1952 and has recently been translated 
into English. Dr. van Riessen is a recognized au- 
thority in this field. He is the author of a 700 
page treatise on “‘Philosophy and Technique.” The 
author writes with a sense of urgency as he rea- 
lizes that the most alarming social phenomenon in 
the 20th century is the continuous direction of 


society toward collectivism. He urges his readers | 


to avoid the danger of collectivistic developments 
in the future because such developments would 
end in totalitarianism. The motif elaborated in 
this book is the conflict between freedom and se- 
curity. The real conflict, says the author, is be- 
tween human freedom and the security which 
regardless of man’s own responsibility is forced 


upon him by those in authority. The author shows 


how our society has laden within it those ills 
which will lead to the ultimate unveiling of Anti- 
Christ and his kingdom. | 


Our social distress, when analyzed, says Dr. van 
Riessen, discloses many weaknesses: a lack of 
proper conception of the origin and nature of 
authority; a secularization of the idea of liberty; 
a misconception of the nature and independence 
of the societal relationships; a denial of the re- 
ligious origin of the present spiritual decay; the 
absolutizing of the personality or of the com- 
munity; confidence in the elite and the acquiesence 
in the existence of the masses; preponderance of the 
ideal of security; an excessive expectation from 
Sclence organization and from a natural order; 
and a one-sided orientation to economic standards 
and to human needs. | 


One of the major emphases of this volume is 
that there must be an observance of Scriptural 
principles for social reconstruction. Principles must 
be infused into the souls of men who understand 
them in the light of their origin and they must 
be realized so that man fulfills his calling. Prin- 
ciples are a mandate of creation: they come to 


MARCH 11, 1959 


man through the redemption of Christ and their 
function is to emancipate life in keeping with the 
intention of such redemption. 


The Reformation, observes Dr. van Riessen, was 
an act of liberation from the constraints of the 
collectivistic social order of the Middle Ages. That 
liberation was possible only because it opened the 
way to the true worship of God. It was a libera- 
tion under the obedience of His Word. Thus life 
came to full bloom; for man knew himself again 
as called directly by God. 


Unless something is done quickly, says Dr. van 
Riessen, we are moving to a final catastrophe. Hu- 
manity has advanced far on the road to disaster. 
He says there must be a reawakening through the 
Gospel. There must be a revival of faith and un- 
less this comes he agrees with Brunner who said, 
“Then a total collapse is not to be averted.” He 
adds, “Europe is dying because it has no God.” 


Despite the magnitude of the problems Chris- 
tians are called upon to face, Dr. van Riessen 
warns against defeatism, because this would mean 
the neglect of our vocation. The Christian, he 
says, must not become a victim of defeatism or 
superficial optimism but rather work to bring into 
operation the resources of our Christian faith. 


This is one of the finest works in the fields of 
economics and sociology that has appeared in our 
generation. It would be difficult to exaggerate 
the importance of this work for our day. It should 
make a strong appeal to all thinking Christians — 
ministers or laymen. We especially urge our Chris- 
tian businessmen to read this volume and pass it 
on to others. It is not easy reading, but it is highly 


profitable. 
— John R. Richardson 


C. H. SPURGEON’S SERMONS FOR SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS. Charles T. Cook. Zondervan. $2.95. 

Though Spurgeon has been dead for a number 
of years, his sermons live and continue to bless. 
This is largely due to the fact that he preached 
the gospel of the grace of God, and this gospel is 
always fresh and interesting. Spurgeon preached 


with power and conviction. These sermons illu- 


strate this fact. Christianity was to him a convic- 
tion and an experience. 


Spurgeon was a pronounced Calvinist. He be- 
lieved that Calvinism was identical with Chris- 
tianity. He further believed that Calvinism should 
not be laid away on shelves or kept in books. 
Spurgeon never wavered in his faith in his pre- 
destination. He believed that preaching was what 
God meant for him to do and this persuasion 
gripped him to the end of his life. 


As we read Spurgeon’s sermons we observe that 
they are filled with good solid theology and un- 
doubtedly this theology is the main element in 
his lasting attraction. 


The 18 sermons in this volume deal with special 
seasons of the year which is The New Year, Good 
Friday, Easter Day, Pentecost, Thanksgiving Day, 
and The Lord’s Supper. In each sermon we find 
strong meat presented in plain style. It is a joy 


to read sermons of such special merit. 
—John R. Richardson 


THE SECRET OF A HAPPY HOME. George 
Sweeting. Zondervan. 35c. 


This little book is packed full of common sense 
for each member of the household. It is practical 
and reveals the secrets of happiness that should 
reside in every Christian home. 
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